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Senior Lead Officer 

Denise Estrada 

10SL3 

Office (818) 374-7629 

Cell  (818) 731-2580 

37033@lapd.lacity.org 

 

Reseda Neighborhood 

Council Meeting 

7 P.M. 

1st Mon of the month 

18118 Sherman Way, 

Reseda 

 

Reseda Neighborhood  

Watch Meeting 

7 P.M. 

2nd Thurs of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

West Valley Community 

Police Advisory Board 

6:30 P.M. 

2nd Wed of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

This past month, I attended a Mental Health Intervention Training 

Course. The purpose of the course was to teach officers about the 

various aspects of mental illness. Some of the topics included the 

symptoms of psychological disorders, treatment options for the 

mentally ill, and resources available to them. I found this training not 

only educational, but also very enlightening. 

I was surprised to learn that 1 in 4 people suffer from a diagnosable 

mental disorder. Statistically speaking, we all likely know someone 

that is mental ill, and we are even more likely not to know how to 

help them. A big misconception about mental illness is that the police 

can just take someone to the hospital and force them into treatment. 

When officers respond to these types of calls, one of our objectives is 

to determine if the individual meets the criteria to be taken for a 

mental evaluation. The criteria requires officers to determine if the 

individual suffering from mental illness is a threat to himself, others, 

or is gravely disabled. The next step is to notify our Mental 

Evaluation Unit (MEU). Officers from MEU, if available, will respond 

with a psychologist who will then interview the subject and 

ultimately find the appropriate resource(s) to help the subject through 

their crisis. It is important to note that the LAPD truly strives to help 

those in need. We understand that family members are strongly 

affected by the complexity of these illnesses and many times will 

resort to the LAPD for help in desperation.  

Here are a few resources available to assist those of you dealing with 

someone with a mental disorder:  

 The National Institute of Mental Health - you may learn more 

about this organization from their website: nimh.nih.gov  

 The Los Angeles County Mental services, which can be 

reached at 1-800-854-7771, or via Internet at dmh.lacounty.gov 

 Exodus Recovery Inc., a clinic that offers inpatient and 

outpatient treatment and works on conjunction with the Los 

Angeles County Department of Mental Health (LADMH) can 

be found at exodusrecoveryinc.com 

I hope that this information helps some of you. If you need further 

information or would like to know more details about this very 

important topic, please don't hesitate to contact me. 



  

Senior Lead Officer 

Oscar Bocanegra 

10SL21 

Office  (818) 374-7637 

Cell  (818) 731-2572 

36252@lapd.lacity.org 

 

Reseda Neighborhood 

Council Meeting 

7 P.M. 

1st Mon of the month 

18118 Sherman Way, 

Reseda 

 

Reseda Neighborhood  

Watch Meeting 

7 P.M. 

2nd Thurs of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

West Valley Community 

Police Advisory Board 

6:30 P.M. 

2nd Wed of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

Hello South Reseda!  For the month of April we experienced 6 

burglaries compared to the 13 from last month, and 19 Burglary Theft 

from Motor Vehicles compared to 20 last month.  There were three 

more victims of Grand Theft Auto for this month, but there was about 

a 4% decrease in crime in general.  There has been an uptick of 

catalytic converters being stolen, especially from Toyota Prius models.  

Here are some tips to help reduce your chances of being a victim: 

 Always park in a well-lit, high traffic area 

 Many muffler shops can secure your converter to the vehicle’s 

frame by welding in some pieces of hardened steel 

 There are several catalytic converter theft deterrent systems 

available through your local auto parts store or online 

 Engrave your vehicle’s license number or Vehicle 

Identification Number (VIN) onto your catalytic converter to 

make it traceable (factory parts are marked only with the 

general part number) 

 Always watch for suspicious-looking people near parked 

vehicles. Any parked vehicle could be a potential target, but 

be especially mindful in areas where vehicles are left 

unattended for longer periods of time. Bus stations, train 

stations, and “Park and Ride” lots are commonly targeted 

areas. 

 Report a crime by contacting your local law enforcement at    

1-877-ASK-LAPD or 911.  If you wish to remain Anonymous, 

call “LA Crime Stoppers” by dialing 1-800-222-TIPS(8477), or 

using the website http://lacrimestoppers.org/  

    

 

Remember to be safe and always be aware of your surroundings.  

Have a wonderful month of May! 

 



  

Senior Lead Officer 

David Ham 

10SL17 

Office  (818) 374-7634 

Cell  (818) 731-2551 

25717@lapd.lacity.org 

 

Lake Balboa  

Neighborhood 

Council Meeting 

7 P.M. 

1st Wed of the month 

Gault Street School  

17000 Gault St. 

 

West Valley Community 

Police Advisory Board 

6:30 P.M. 

2nd Wed of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

We are still dealing with a car burglary crime spike in your 

community. I know we have talked about prevention in the 

past. I ask that you share these prevention tips with your 

neighbors. 

 

1.  Lock your car. 

2.  Leave nothing in plain sight. 

3.  Set your alarm. 

4.  Park in your drive way or garage. 

 

Please don't leave personal property in plain view such as cell 

phones, car keys, iPod or iPad accessories, personal bags or 

clothing. If you remember to lock your car and hide your items, 

and there is a good chance you will keep them. If you are a 

victim of a property related crime, I ask that you please share 

with your neighbors. If people are aware of crimes occurring in 

the area, they can take precautionary steps to avoid becoming a 

victim. 

 

On a similar note, catalytic converter theft is on the rise. Please 

refer to South Reseda's newsletter for information about 

catalytic converter theft. 

 



  

Senior Lead Officer 

Esteban Olivares 

10SL39 

Office  (818) 374-7635 

Cell  (818) 731-2554 

34728@lapd.lacity.org 

 

Lake Balboa  

Neighborhood 

Council Meeting 

7 P.M. 

1st Wed of the month 

Gault Street School  

17000 Gault St. 

 

West Valley Community 

Police Advisory Board 

6:30 P.M. 

2nd Wed of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 
 

There has recently been a lot of talk and press about crime spikes in Los 

Angeles. “We are experiencing a spike in violent crimes.” “We are 

experiencing a spike in property crimes.” “LAPD is not being efficient in 

protecting our city.” We have all seen the headlines. In a way, they are true; 

but not in the way that you may think. I would like to remind all of you that 

you live in a safe neighborhood that occasionally has crime. Generally, this is 

applicable to Los Angeles as a whole. 

I would like to invite you to look at www.crimemapping.com and put in 

your address to see what has happened around your area. LAPD uploads 

crime stats to the site and they put them on a searchable pinmap for your 

convenience. I can guarantee that your neighborhood is safer than the news 

makes it out to be. 

Does LAPD have a slower response time? Yes. Is it because we are 

inefficient? No. We have a model that is extremely efficient, but we do not 

have enough officers to field as many patrol units as we would like. Luckily, 

Chief Charlie Beck has proclaimed that LAPD will hire an additional 1200 

officers in the future to cover for this lack of resources.  

You can help by utilizing tools available to you to take care of minor, non-

police issues to which we sometimes get called to handle. If these two types 

of issues are snubbed, there will be more patrol resources to handle the 

“spiking” violent and property crime. One option is to use the “My LA 311” 

system either by calling 311 or by using the MYLA311 app. 311 empowers 

you as an Angelino to request a city service to remove graffiti, and have 

illegally dumped trash or furniture picked up, among other services. 

Other issues beyond our paygrade are civil disputes. Getting short-changed 

at the gas station or having your neighbor’s tree hanging over your property 

are not police-related matters. The police cannot do anything about these 

cases except suggest small claims court, city attorney dispute resolution 

team, or just stand by to keep the peace. Us being there is fine, but dealing 

with non-police matters takes away from responding quickly to other calls.  

If you would like to know more about the issues that are police matters, 

please check out our web site at www.westvalleypolice.org . If you want to 

talk to someone about a matter that you believe may be a police issue but do 

not want to call for police response yet, please call our front desk at 818-374-

7611. The desk officer will be able to answer any questions you may have. 

 

http://www.crimemapping.com/
http://www.westvalleypolice.org/


  

Senior Lead Officer  

Isela Parra 

10SL83 

Office  (818) 374-7631 

Cell  (818) 731-2574 

34488@lapd.lacity.org 

 

Tarzana Neighborhood 

Watch Meeting 

 7 P.M. 

2nd Tues of the month  

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

West Valley Community 

Police Advisory Board 

6:30 P.M. 

2nd Wed of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

Hello Tarzana! 

It's May, and while the cool weather has not completely left us, 

we have lately seen an onset of warmer weather, signifying that 

Summer is just around the corner.  

Crime went up in the month of April, with higher numbers in 

Burglary (26), Burglary from a Motor Vehicle (27), and Plain 

Theft (25). In case you are not already informed, there are crime 

prevention techniques that you can employ to help reduce these 

property crimes: 

 LOCK IT, HIDE IT, KEEP IT - follow this LAPD motto by 

keeping your vehicles locked and keeping all belongings 

inside the vehicle out of plain sight. 

 Keep your homes locked and remember to set alarm 

systems if you have them. Get to know your 

neighborhood well so you can easily spot unfamiliar and 

suspicious activity. 

 Get acquainted with your neighbors and work together 

to keep your neighborhood safe. If a crime occurs in the 

area, share the news with each other to keep one another 

updated and aware of current events. Watch out for each 

other's homes when they are vacant. 

With Summer approaching, you or someone you know may 

have plans to go on vacation. Be sure to plan not just your 

vacation, but how you will secure your property at home. The 

tips provided above can help, but you may consider taking 

other precautions depending on your property.  

Remember, suspicious people can be reported at LAPD's non-

emergency line: 1-877-ASK-LAPD (1-877-275-5273). If you see a 

crime in progress, call the emergency line at 9-1-1. 

 



  

Senior Lead Officer  

Daryl Scoggins 

10SL99 

Office  (818) 374-7632 

Cell  (818) 731-2573 

35828@lapd.lacity.org 

 

Encino Neighborhood 

Watch Meeting 

 7 P.M. 

2nd Tues of the month  

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

Encino Neighborhood 

Council Meeting 

7 P.M. 

4th Wed of the month  

Council District 5 Office 

15760 Ventura Blvd, 

Suite 600 

818 971-3088 

 

West Valley Community 

Police Advisory Board 

6:30 P.M. 

2nd Wed of the month 

West Valley Community 

Police Station 

19020 Vanowen Street 

 

 

For the month of March we had (3) robberies, that’s one less 

than last month; (29) Burglaries, that’s 9 more than last month, 

(3) cars stolen, that’s 2 less than last month; (16) cars broken 

into, that’s 9 less than last month; and (13) plain thefts, that’s the 

same as last month. 

 

Burglaries to homes remains the hot topic of Encino.  There 

were several homes that were left unlocked and windows left 

opened with the alarm not set.  Please remember to lock and 

secure your home and if you have an alarm, set it. Please call 

police dispatch if you see anything suspicious at 1-877-275-5273 

Also, suspects are now entering from second stories due to 

home owners not connecting their alarm system to the second 

level. If this applies to you, you might want to consider having 

your second story hooked up to your alarm system as well. 

 

Also we all can help reduce the number of vehicles being 

broken into by doing the LAPD motto: HIDE IT, LOCK IT, 

KEEP IT. Please do not keep items of value in your vehicles, 

especially in plain view. 



 


